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Many school librarians fear facing a challenge to a resource in their libraries. Some even try to avoid a challenge by not selecting books that may be considered
controversial. Library supervisors or principals who are also concerned about challenges may peruse the titles in a book order and cross out those that seem provocative or

controversial.

Although there are books that have been challenged repeatedly in school libraries, no individual can know for certain what books or other resources will trigger a challenge.
This fact is evident when checking the books listed by the American Library Association (ALA) as the "Frequently Challenged Books of the 21st Century." Titles range
from The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini to the Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey to Go Ask Alice by Anonymous to Bridge to Terebithia by Katherine
Paterson. A diverse variety of books including Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain, In the Night Kitchen by Maurice Sendak, and Arming America: The
Origins of a National Gun Culture by Michael A. Bellesiles have also been targets of censors (

http://www.ala.org/ala/issuesadvocacy/banned/frequentlychallenged/2 1 stcenturychallenged/index.com ). The practice of self-censorship because of the fear of challenges is

not a practical or ethical solution.
Is Challenge-Proofing a Collection Possible?

Is there any way other than self-censorship that a school librarian can guarantee no resource will ever be challenged? The answer to that question is "no." In reality, any
book or other library resource may be offensive to and questioned by a parent, principal, teacher, community member, or student. As discussed in "The Freedom to
Question: Challenges in School Libraries," challenges are most frequently initiated by parents and principals ( SLMAM, November 2009). Since no one can predict which
books or other resources will be challenged or who will express a concern, a more effective approach is to take proactive steps toward creating a climate where the

principles of intellectual freedom are understood and the legal right of minors to receive information in the school library is acknowledged.

Have school librarians become advocates for intellectual freedom and the First Amendment rights of minors in school libraries? Have they undertaken actions to prepare for
a challenge before it occurs? The checklist on page 49 is an attempt to help school librarians develop a school culture where a challenge to a library resource can be
managed successfully through school policy. School librarians can determine the vulnerability of their libraries to challenges by completing the "Challenge-Proofing Your
School Library Checklist."

‘What's Your Score?

If more of your answers fall in the "not yet" column, begin to plan how to accomplish each task. Achieving every item on the checklist will take time, but the result will be the
evolution of a group of knowledgeable allies who will support more readily the retention of a questioned title when a challenge occurs. It will also result in your being a

school librarian who is confident, not fearful, when facing a challenge.

Challenge-Proofing Your School Library Checklist

Not Yet or
Next
I have... Met||District- S
teps
Level Action

Personal Knowledge

Educated myself about how the First Amendment and court decisions affect minors' right to receive information in schools and libraries.

Reviewed American Library Association policy statements related to intellectual freedom and resisting censorship including the Library Bill

of Rights and its interpretations and the Code of Ethics for the ALA.

Become a member of a state school library organization and participate in state conferences, workshops, and other professional development

opportunities.

The Materials Selection Policy

Created a materials selection policy that includes a process for reconsideration of school library resources and requested that it be officially

approved by the institution's governing body.

Posted the materials selection policy on the school's and the library's Web pages to inform educators, patrons, and the community how




school library resources are chosen.

Reviewed the reconsideration process and am familiar with the steps and persons involved.

'Worked with principal and other administrators to clarify any steps or responsibilities in the reconsideration process which are not clear.

Arranged with administrators for opportunities to educate teachers, students, and parents about the selection and reconsideration of school

library resources.

Considered how to proceed if the principal directs me as the school librarian to remove a library resource without following the

reconsideration process.

Educating the Principal and Teachers

Proactively instructed administrators and teachers about materials selection, reconsideration of library materials, and how to respond to a

complaint by a parent or other individual about a library resource.

Explained to new staff the school's library policies related to materials selection, reconsideration of a resource, circulation of resources,

privacy of library records, interlibrary loan, Internet use, and others.

Reviewed with the principal annually the materials selection policy, how materials are selected, and district reconsideration procedures.

Shared with the principal and staff articles, Web sites, and other resources related to intellectual freedom in the school library and classrooms.

Selected professional materials related to censorship and made them available to staff.

Planned collaboratively with teachers and students to create learning experiences incorporating minors' First Amendment speech rights.

Selection of Materials

Modeled best practices in selection of library resources by resisting outside pressures to avoid selecting materials considered by some to be

controversial.

Not permitted personal beliefs or values to interfere with selection of library resources.

Teaching Students about Intellectual Freedom

Incorporated into formal and informal student instruction Responsibilities 3.3.7: "Respect the principles of intellectual freedom." from
Standard 3 of AASL's Standards for the 21st-Century Learner (
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl/guidelinesandstandards/learningstandards/standards.com ).

Taught students about their First Amendment right to receive information in the school library.

Educating Parents and the Community

Described to parents and community members the process used to select library materials.

Explained the reconsideration process for review of library resources about which a concern has been expressed.

Practiced positive communication strategies with persons who express concern about a library resource.

General Advocacy for the Library Program

Built positive relationships with the principal, school staff, students, parents, and community members.

Became knowledgeable about local media and provided positive information and photos about the school library program.

Contacted legislators regarding the impact of proposed legislation on school libraries and patrons. (Adams 2008, Chapters 2, 3, 6, 9)
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