
C
h

allen
g

e-B
ased

 L
earn

in
g

 in
 t

h
e S

ch
ool L

ibrary
 M

ak
ersp

ace
G

r
a
v
e
s, G

r
a
v
e
s, a

n
d

 R
e
n

d
in

a

Related Titles You May Not Want to Miss:

COVER PHOTOS: Student made catapults and Soldering in the library by Colleen Graves.

Cover design by Silverander Communications

Maker Literacy
A New Approach to Literacy 
Programming for Libraries
Lynn Pawloski and Cindy Wall

Print: 978-1-4408-4380-8
eBook: 978-1-4408-4381-5

Creating Makers
How to Start a Learning 
Revolution at Your Library
Megan Egbert

Print: 978-1-4408-4386-0
eBook: 978-1-4408-4387-7

An Imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC 

Visit abc-clio.com for a complete list of our titles.



Crafting Interactive Spaces 43

Crowdfunding Larger Space Transformations

While the changes in the previous section  were  either easily affordable or  
free, eventually many of us want to move on to something bigger and create 
larger, lasting changes. Or we may want to make greater changes all at once 
rather than incrementally.  Unless a librarian is lucky enough to have a reno-
vation bud get, creative sourcing of funds is key.  There are many pos si ble ways 
to go about this from crowdfunding to donations to grant- writing.

DonorsChoose

DonorsChoose (http:// www.  donorschoose.  org) is a crowdfunding site spe-
cifically dedicated to education. Started in 2000 by a history teacher, 
Donors-Choose has grown to raise nearly $400 million to fulfill more than 
600,000 classroom proj ects, funding every thing from class sets of books to 
robotics kits to field trips to new furniture. Teachers create an account with 
DonorsChoose, create a wish list of items  they’d like for their classroom, write 
an essay explain-ing how the materials  will be used, and then solicit donations. 
At the time of this writing, DonorsChoose is only available to public school 
teachers.

This site can be a fantastic resource for  those interested in utilizing 
challenge- based learning to acquire supplies and materials, and  there are 
often matches available for proj ects involving science, technology, engineering, 
and mathe-matics (STEM); the arts; and maker activities.  Because the scope 
of this chap-ter is on the learning environment, it’s impor tant to note that it 
is quite pos si ble to raise funds for furniture and other physical space changes 
through DonorsChoose. At Ryan High School, for example, Colleen was able to 
raise funds for a Sound Booth/Digital Media Station, Girls Tech Camp, and 
Solder-ing Workshop. Aaron was able to purchase a 3D printer for his Denton 
High School library and even had school board members donate! At Stewart  
Middle Magnet School, funds  were raised for both the Epic LEGO Wall and the 
paint for the whiteboard wall through DonorsChoose. Funds  were also raised 
to purchase six Hokki stools (refer to Figure 3.8), which are chairs with uneven 
bottoms that allow students to wiggle and move. In addition to furniture and 
supplies purchased through DonorsChoose approved vendors, it is also pos si-
ble to create proj ects with outside vendors. Note that this ave nue does cost 
more points, and the teacher must have completed a successful proj ect with 
approved vendors first. However, this can be a  great option for furniture, paint, 
and other materials for space transformations that may not be readily 
available from approved vendors.
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GoFundMe

GoFundMe (https:// www . gofundme . com) is a crowdfunding site that is open 
to the general public. It is often used to help raise funds for special events, 
charities, medical expenses, and so on. GoFundMe can be an excellent resource 
for educators  because you are allowed to keep all donations,  whether or not 
you reach your goal. You can also make withdrawals while you are still raising 
money, allowing you to get started on your proj ect immediately and work incre-
mentally.  There are no time limits on proj ects  unless you choose to set them, 
and the fees taken from donations are minimal. One disadvantage of GoFundMe 
is that your donors are not guaranteed to receive a tax donation.

Grants

Crowdfunding is excellent for smaller scale proj ects, but many schools want 
to make larger changes all at once. If  there is no district renovation bud get, 
grants are the best options. Unfortunately, many grants specifically prohibit 
requesting furniture. Read the grant instructions carefully, and look for ways 
to tailor your proj ect to the grantor’s vision. Improved learning spaces can be 
tied to an increase in student achievement, an increase in community involve-
ment, improved collaboration and in de pen dence in students, and so on. Dis-
cuss some of the improvements  you’ve already made in your space and how 
this grant  will continue to help them grow. If  you’re having trou ble finding 
grants, try subscribing to an education grants listserv, and meet with your 
district’s grant department. The money is out  there; sometimes you just have 
to work harder to find it.

Make Changes Slowly

No  matter what state your school library is currently in, it is absolutely 
pos si ble to transform it into an active learning environment that  will change 
the way your students experience school.  Don’t be afraid to start small and 
make changes incrementally—it took three years for Colleen to transform her 
 middle school library. Be patient as you go through  these changes as  going 
slow can allow for big changes. At Lamar  Middle School, Colleen had a stu-
dent in a wheelchair who could not reach the circulation desk.  Because the 
school was built before the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance 
requirements, she began the pro cess of an appeal to the district to get an ADA- 
compliant desk. It took two years for the pro cess to be completed, but the 
wait was worth it. You  will likely find that students and teachers  will be 
excited about the changes.  There may be some pushback, especially from 
 those with a more traditional view of what a library should be. But as student 
engagement and use of the space increases, the naysayers  will often decrease. 
Before you know it, your library  will be welcomed into the 21st  century with 
open arms.




