
 
Workshop Activity 

 
Inquiry-Based Learning • Explore and Wonder  

Wondering about Primary Sources 
After reading Tom Bober’s tips on using primary sources with students, use the guiding questions 
below to find a primary source that connects with your current curriculum and plan for how to use it to 
spark student wonder. 
 

Using Primary Sources to Spark Curiosity  

Determine Curriculum-Connected Topic 
 
What is a topic covered in your curriculum that 
lends itself to exploring primary sources? 

 

Select a Primary Source 
 
Try searching the Library of Congress 
(https://www.loc.gov/), your library’s databases 
(ex: https://databases.abc-clio.com/Multi/), or 
the National Archives 
(https://www.archives.gov/). 

 

Frame the Analysis  
 
What should students focus on as they look at 
the primary source? 

 

Be Ready to Be Flexible 
 
Keeping in mind that your students might 
discover elements that hadn’t occurred to you, 
which aspects do you think they’ll be most 
curious about? 

 

Student Collaboration is Key 
 
How will you structure the space and 
expectations so that students can collaborate 
during their exploration? 

 

Listen Like Their Learning Depends on It 
 
Where do you anticipate any misconceptions 
cropping up that would require your guidance? 
Are there any aspects that you want to 
research more on your own so that you are 
prepared to support students? 
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