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Part 1: Using Inference When We Read

Read the following excerpt. For each one, first highlight the details you feel are most important. Then,

answer the questions beneath each passage by making inferences based on those details.

Jane walked through the front door, the orange | Important details:
tabby cat dozing contentedly in her arms. Her 1.
roommate Daria was reading on the couch. Daria
looked up and smiled when Jane entered.

“Look!’ Jane said excitedly, holding out the
purring feline, “this little guy was hanging out on
the corner, and he doesn’t have a collar or a tag. |
think he needs a home.” 2.

Daria rose and came closer, smiling. “He
certainly is cute,” she said, “and I've always
wanted a pet!” She reached out carefully to
scratch the cat behind his ears. Jane was relieved.
They should probably put up a flyer first to see if
its owners were out there looking for him, but if
no one came to claim him, Jane thought, maybe 3.
he could live with them.

Daria drew her hand back from the cat, and
started rubbing her eyes, which were looking red.
Then she sneezed. When she started sniffling,
Daria backed away from Jane and the cat, her
shoulders slumped, and her eyes downcast.

What can you infer about the relationship between Daria and the cat?

What tells you this? (Consider both details from the text, and your own existing knowledge.)
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Part 2: Using Inference When We Analyze

Look at this famous image, a poster of Barack Obama created by artist Shepard Fairey during Obama’s
presidential campaign in 2008. It isn’t necessary to read about Fairey or his political views to make an
inference about the message he wanted to convey. In the space below, identify the details you feel are

noteworthy in this image, and then answer the following questions.

Important visual details:
1.

Did Fairey want voters to elect Obama to be president? What were his reasons?
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What tells you this? (Consider both details from the image, and your own existing knowledge)

Now that you’ve drawn an inference from this image, find some visual examples yourself (photos,
advertisements, political ads or cartoons, etc.) from which you feel viewers can draw inferences, and

bring them to class.

Part 3: Using Inference When We Write

Now that you have practiced using the act of inference with texts you’ve been given, you can use
inference effectively when you create a text yourself. Choose one of the three topics, and write a
paragraph about it—but note what you’re not allowed to say directly in each one. Instead, you’ll have to
rely on the strategic use of detail, and know what general knowledge your readers will bring to the

paragraphs.

Option 1: Think about a recent movie you saw, one that you enjoyed. Then, imagine that you actually
didn’t like the movie at all. In fact, it was one of the worst movies you’ve ever seen. Write a paragraph
describing the plot of the movie that communicates the fact that you didn’t like the film without stating

your actual point of view.
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Option 2: You have decided that you want to get a part-time job to earn extra spending money, but you
know that if you come right out ask, your parent will likely not agree, claiming that your schoolwork
might suffer and that it will be too difficult for you to balance a job with your schoolwork, extracurricular
activities, sleep, etc. Write an email to him or her in which you describe how your day was today, and
use details that will help your reader infer that getting a part-time job is a good idea; but don’t state

your actual request outright.

Option 3: You are a journalist, and you’ve been asked to write an objective profile about John Nichols, a
current candidate for mayor. However, you secretly feel Nichols is the wrong choice for the office, and
you want to communicate to your readers that they shouldn’t vote for him. Your editor has told you to
simply “stick to the facts,” but you’ve decided to try and sway your readers’ opinions. Write a paragraph
in which you tell readers about candidate Nichols, and create details that will persuade your readers to

make the inference you want, without giving your actual opinion about him.
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