Challenge-Proofing Your School Library Checklist

| have...

Met

Not Yet or
District Level
Action

Next Steps

Personal Knowledge

v" Educated myself about the First Amendment and court decisions
affecting minors' right to receive information in schools and
libraries.

v" Reviewed ALA policy statements related to intellectual freedom
and resisting censorship including, the Library Bill of Rights and its
interpretations and the Code of Ethics for the American Library
Association.

v' Become a member of a state school library organization and
participated in state conferences, workshops, and other
professional development opportunities.

The Materials Selection Policy

v' Created a materials selection policy that includes a process for
reconsideration of school library resources and requested that it
be officially approved by the institution's governing body.

v Posted the materials selection policy on the school's and the
library's webpages to inform educators, patrons, and the
community how school library resources are chosen.

v' Reviewed the reconsideration process and am familiar with the
steps and persons involved.

v' Worked with principal and other administrators to clarify any
steps or responsibilities in the reconsideration process that are
not clear.

v Arranged with administrators for opportunities to educate
teachers, students, and parents/the community about the
selection and reconsideration of school library resources.

v Considered how to proceed if the principal directs me as the
school librarian to remove a library resource without following
the reconsideration process.

Educating the Principal and Teachers

v Proactively instructed administrators and teachers about
materials selection, reconsideration of library materials, and how
to respond to a complaint by a parent or other individual about a
library resource.

v Explained to new staff the school's library policies related to
materials selection, reconsideration of a resource, circulation of
resources, privacy of library records, interlibrary loan, Internet
use, and others.

v" Reviewed with the principal annually the materials selection
policy, how materials are selected, and district reconsideration
procedures.
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Educating the Principal and Teachers (cont.)

v

Shared with the principal and staff articles websites and other
resources related to intellectual freedom in the school library and
classrooms.

Selected professional materials related to censorship and made
them available to staff.

Planned collaboratively with teachers and students to create
learning experiences incorporating minors' First Amendment
speech rights.

Selection of Materials

v

Modeled best practices in selection of library resources by
resisting outside pressures (or personal fear) to avoid selecting
materials considered by some to be controversial.

v

Not permitted personal beliefs or values to interfere with
selection of library resources.

Teaching Students about Intellectual Freedom

v

Incorporated into formal and informal student instruction
Responsibilities 3.3.7: "Respect the principles of intellectual
freedom from Standard 3 of AASL's Standards for the 21%-Century
Learner.

v

Taught students about their First Amendment right to receive
information in the school library.

Educating Parents and the Community

v

Described to parents and community members the process used
to select library materials.

v

Explained the reconsideration process for review of library
resources about which a concern has been expressed.

v

Practiced positive communication strategies with persons who
express concern about a school library resource.

General Advocacy for the Library Program

v

Built positive relationships with the principal, school staff,
students, parents, and community members.

v

Became knowledgeable about local media and provide positive
information and photos about the school library program.

v

Contacted legislators regarding the impact of proposed legislation
on school libraries and patrons (Adams chapters 2, 3, 6, 9)

American Association of School Librarians. Standards for the 21“-Century Learner. 2007. http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-
guidelines/learning-standards.

Adams, Helen R. Ensuring Intellectual Freedom and Access to Information in the School Library

Media Program. Libraries Unlimited, 2008.

Reprinted from: Helen R. Adams. Protecting Intellectual Freedom and Privacy in Your School Library. Libraries Unlimited, 2013.




